
LIVING FAITH 
OCTOBER 16, 2022 
29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Luke 18:1-8 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always 
and not to lose heart. 
He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God 
nor had respect for people. 
In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
“Grant me justice against my opponent.” 
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 
“Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.” ’ 
And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in helping them? 
I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. 
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses a wonderful image to teach us about prayer. He tells a 
story about a woman, a widow, who pesters and pesters a judge until he gives her 
what she wants. Is Jesus telling us that if we pester and pester God, God will give us 
what we want? No. Then why do we pray, if it’s not to get “stuff” from God? The 
famous author, C.S. Lewis, once said, “Prayer doesn’t change God. Prayer changes 
me.” As I pray, as I enter into a conversation with the God who loves me, I am 
changed. I become more like that loving, patient, generous God. We pray in order to 
draw nearer to God, to take on God’s heart. We pray in order to be changed. 

PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• What do you think prayer is?
• How do you pray? How would you like to pray?
• Who taught you how to pray?
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Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday with its theme “You 
shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). Your prayers and donations 
will assist churches, hospitals, schools, the training of priests 
and supporting all missionaries who are spreading the Word 
of God in developing countries. Help our sister Churches to 

be self-sufficient and continue to flourish.

Used with Permission



THE CHURCH TEACHES
OCTOBER IS EXTRAORDINARY MISSION MONTH 

A THOUGHT AND AN ACTION FOR THE DAY 
Sunday, October 16 
Reflection: “Converting our hearts and minds as Missionary Disciples, the Spirit urges us to go out 
into the world and announce Christ”. (Cardinal Filoni) 
Action: At the end of the day, reflect on how you have announced Christ in one form or another. 

Monday, October 17 
 Reflection: “When Mercy is lived, it becomes a form of real evangelization because it transforms 
those who receive Mercy into witnesses of Mercy.” (Pope Francis) 
Action: Live Mercy in some small way today. 

Tuesday, October 18 
Reflection: “Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see a shadow”. (Helen Keller) 
Action: Keep our eyes on Christ, the Son/Sun of God, and life’s difficulties won’t seem as dark. 

Wednesday, October 19 
Reflection: “The Lord, our God, is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness.” 
Action: Live every day in the above promise of who God is for you. 

Thursday, October 20 
Reflection: “People should be able “to look at you and learn how to be Church.” 
Action: Assess the ways you are exhibiting that you are the Church. 

Friday, October 21 
Reflection: “Rejoice in the Lord always… the Lord is near.” (Phil. 4:4-5) 
Action: Be sure to remember the presence of God even in the midst of crisis or chaos. 

Saturday, October 22 
Reflection: Benedict XVI expressed gratitude “to the Pontifical Mission Societies … in their 
indispensable service of promoting missionary animation and formation”. 
Action: Make an effort to be aware of the work of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

PRAYER FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY MISSION MONTH 
Heavenly Father, when your only begotten Son Jesus Christ rose from the dead, 

he commissioned his followers to "go and make disciples of all nations" 
and you remind us that through our Baptism we are made sharers in the mission of the Church. 

Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
to be courageous and zealous in bearing witness to the Gospel, 

so that the mission entrusted to the Church, which is still very far from completion, 
may find new and efficacious expressions that bring life and light to the world. 

Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience the saving love 
and mercy of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THIS WEEK IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
ST. GERARD MAJELLA – OCTOBER 16 ST. LUKE -OCTOBER 18 

Gerard Majella was born in Muro Lucano, Italy, on 
April 6, 1726, into a family of humble circumstances. 
From his parents Gerard learned the love of prayer 
and sacrifice. When his father died, Gerard, being 
the only son, had to provide for his family by working 
as a tailor. At the age of fourteen he sought to enter 
the Capuchin friary but was rejected because of his 
poor health. After a short time as the domestic 
servant of the bishop of Lacedonia, he returned to 
tailoring but earned a minimal income. 

In April 1749, after attending a Redemptorist mission 
in Muro, Gerard succeeded in getting himself 
accepted by the Congregation. Following a trial 
period and a year of novitiate, he professed 
religious vows on July 16, 1752. Gerard was noted 
for his observance of the Redemptorist rule. His 
presence to people who were weighed down by 
poverty and illiteracy was a sign of hope to them. 
Gerard had great empathy and testified to trust in the 
love and the compassion of God. 

During his five years as a Redemptorist lay brother, 
Gerard was remarkable for his apostolic zeal, 
patience in sickness, love for the poor, deep humility 
in the face of false accusation, heroic obedience, 
spirit of penance, and constancy in prayer. He wrote 
numerous letters of spiritual direction. The Lord 
favoured him with many spiritual gifts, including 
prophecy, the reading of people’s hearts, and the gift 
of miracles. He died at Materdomini on October 16, 
1755. 

Gerard was beatified by Leo XIII on January 29, 
1893, and canonized by St. Pius X on December 11, 
1904. He is invoked as patron of mothers, especially 
in time of pregnancy. Couples hoping to conceive a 
child also seek St. Gerard’s intercession. 

Luke, the writer of the Gospel and the Acts of the 
Apostles, has been identified with St. Paul's "Luke, 
the beloved physician" (Colossians 4:14). We know 
few other facts about Luke's life from Scripture and 
from early Church historians. 

It is believed that Luke was born a Greek and a 
Gentile. According to the early Church historian 
Eusebius Luke was born at Antioch in Syria. Not only 
do we have Paul's word, but Eusebius, St Jerome, 
Saint Irenaeus and Caius, a second-century writer, 
all refer to Luke as a physician. 

Luke's inspiration and information for his Gospel 
and Acts came from his close association with Paul 
and his companions as he explains in his 
introduction to the Gospel: "Since many have 
undertaken to set down an orderly account of the 
events that have been fulfilled among us, just as they 
were handed on to us by those who from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the 
word, I too decided, after investigating everything 
carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus" (Luke 
1:1-3). 

Luke's is the gospel of the poor and of social justice. 
He is the one who tells the story of Lazarus and the 
Rich Man who ignored him. Luke is the one who 
uses "Blessed are the poor" instead of "Blessed are 
the poor in spirit" in the beatitudes. Luke also has a 
special connection with women, especially Mary. It is 
only Luke's gospel tells the story of the Annunciation, 
Mary's visit to Elizabeth, the Presentation, and the 
story of Jesus' disappearance in Jerusalem. The 
Scriptural parts of the Hail Mary come from Luke: 
"Hail Mary full of grace" spoken at the Annunciation 
and "Blessed are you and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb Jesus" spoken by her cousin Elizabeth. 
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